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      “ Ascension“    -       Bagong Kassudiardja  (Javanese artist) 
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Liebe Gemeinde 
Pfingsten ist das Fest des Heiligen Geistes. Kräftig wie Feuer oder 
Wind wird er dargestellt. Erfüllt vom heiligen Geist fingen die Jünger 
an zu predigen „in andern Sprachen, wie der Geist ihnen zu 
reden eingab“. Pfingsten – das ist der Geburtstag der Kirche. Aber 
verstehen wir uns in der Kirchen-Vielfalt? Dass ich andere nicht 
verstehe, das erlebe ich so oft: in fremden Ländern, bei 
Fachgesprächen oder wenn ich an anderen vorbeirede. Die reinste 
babylonische Sprachverwirrung! 
Das Gegenteil geschieht an Pfingsten. Jünger, die gerade noch mutlos 
waren, überkommt eine große Kraft, wie ein Sturmwind. Bewegt 
vom Heiligen Geist sprechen sie von Jesus Christus, und das Wunder 
geschieht: Jeder kann sie in seiner eigenen Sprache verstehen. Viele 
lassen sich taufen: Die Kirche ist geboren. Pfingsten lädt ein, darüber 
nachzudenken, welche Sprache wir sprechen: die Sprache der Angst 
oder die der Liebe. Der Pfingstgeist hält Jesus unter uns lebendig. Es 
ist ein Geist, der Menschen verbindet und nicht trennt, der befreit 
und nicht einengt, ein Geist, der uns die Augen öffnet für Unrecht 
und uns den Mund auftut für die Wahrheit. Ein Geist, der aus dem 
Tod ins Leben ruft. 
            ********************************************* 
Monatspruch April 
 
“Christus ist das Ebenbild des unsichtbaren Gottes, der Erstgeborene vor aller 

Schöpfung.” 

 
Kolosser 1,15 

 
Colossians 1, 15-18 (from The Message) 

We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and see God’s 

original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely everything, above and 

below, visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in 

him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and 

holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it comes to the church, he organizes 

and holds it together, like a head does a body. 
 



 

MELDUNG AUS DEM KIRCHENVORSTAND 

Gemeindeversammlung 

AGM 2021 

Liebe Gemeinde!  

Die Gemeindeversammlung vom Sonntag Judika erbrachte nicht die geplanten 

Resultate in Sachen Kirchenvorstands- u. Pastorenwahl. Es konnten keine neuen 

Kandidaten für den Kirchenvorstand gefunden werden. Auf Grund dieser Tatsache 

konnte die Pastorenwahl nicht stattfinden. Der jetzige KV bleibt im Amt bis zu 

einer spezialen Gemeindeversammlung in 2-3 Monaten. Der KV wird nach 

Besprechungen mit allen Beteiligten einen Antrag zur "Zukunft der Gemeinde" 

einbringen. 

 

Dear Congregation,  

The AGM of the Sunday Judika has not delivered the required results regarding 

the KV and pastor election. No new candidates for the KV could be found. Due to 

this situation the election of the pastor has been postponed. The current KV will 

remain in office till a special GM in 2-3 month. The KV will after consultations with 

all roll players forward a motion regarding the "future of our congregation". 

 

Kind regards, Martin Detering 

 
 
 

 

Extract of the minutes from the AGM (unapproved): 

10.   Election of Church Committee members 

    The Chairperson reported that Sigrun Ammann and he himself had 

reached the end of their terms and were not available for re-election. This 

left only two CC members, Elsa Graser and Peter Lor.  Members had been 

alerted to this by circular and it had been stressed that new members had to 

be found in order to provide a solid basis of support for the proposed new 

pastor, and for responding to the challenges facing the congregation. It 

would not be possible for a CC with only two members to cope with these 

tasks. In spite of this warning and various approaches, no nominations has 

been received before the meeting. 

 Nominations were called for from the meeting. However, although the 

gravity of the situations was emphasised by both the Chairperson and Pastor 

Bidoli, no nominations were forthcoming and no-one volunteered. 



 In the discussion of this outcome, it was pointed out that we would not have 

a functioning CC, and this raised questions about the future of the 

Congregation. The appointment of a new pastor will have to be put on hold. 

 Questions were asked the plans to sell the Congregation’s property, and 

how a sale would affect access to the church building and the urn cemetery. 

Unrestricted access to the urn cemetery is ensured by law. However, plans to 

sell the property cannot be pursued, since in the absence of a pastor a 

physical move to another venue could be disastrous for our survival. 

 The Chairperson, supported by Pastor Bidoli, proposed that the current CC 

remain in place for two or three months until a special general meeting can 

be held. During that period the CC will, in consultation with the members, 

develop a motion concerning the future of the Congregation. Rolf Stumpfe 

asked that all members be informed about the outcome of this AGM, with an 

excerpt from the minutes, asking for their inputs. The proposal was adopted 

unanimously. (Proposed by Martin Detering, seconded by Hannes Sciba) 

  11.   Election of representatives to the Circuit Conference West (CCW) 

 It was proposed that Martin Detering (currently serving on the Committee 

of CCW) and Sigrun Ammann (currently the Congregation’s Synod delegate) 

be elected to represent the Congregation on the CCW. Proposed by Peter 

Lor and seconded by Traudl Henschel), and adopted unanimously. 

 12.  Pastoral care of the congregation 

12.1   Questions concerning the employment of Dr Ronell Bezuidenhout 

 The CC had proposed to recommend to Church Council the employment of 

Dr Bezuidenhout on a fixed-term (6-12 months) contract. In response to 

questions, the Chairperson assured the meeting that, should Dr Ronell 

Bezuidenhout be elected as pastor to serve the Congregation, there will 

regular German worship services with Holy Communion. Dr Bezuidenhout 

would be available from 1 July.    

 12.2   Proposal by CC on employment of Dr Bezujidenhout 

 The Chairman stated that since the meeting had failed to elect a functional 

CC, the proposed recommendation would not be submitted to the Church 

Council. 

 



 

Future of our Congregation 

There are four options for the future of our congregation which have been 

discussed by the KV at their latest informal meeting. There is no claim that this 

has any finality. It just served as a starting point for our discussions.  

On the Sunday of Pentecost (23nd of May) a short information session is 

planned right after the worship service.   

We still would like to encourage our members to actively take part in our 

discussions.  

Hereby the option- document: 

 

Southern Cape Congregation - Future - Scenarios  

Option I 

- The ELCSA Cape Church will be requested to look into matters of sustainability of the 

future of our congregation, due to the inability to constitute a Church committee.  

- The Cape Church Council will start a process according to our constitution and other 

Church laws regarding a proposed dissolution of the congregation. This could lead to 

the possible closure/dissolution of our congregation.   

- A Trustee will be appointed and our assets will be held by the ELCSA Cape in a Trust.    

Option II  

- The current Church Committee (only two members are left after the AGM) will 

continue to act (which is possible under current Church law – twice the number of 

employed pastors)  

- The ½ post for a pastor will not be filled 

- The status quo of one German and one English worship service will continue with 

visiting pastors and through preachers.  

- The maintenance of the property will have to be done by contractors or available 

volunteers from the congregation. This could lead to the depletion of our reserves.  

- The deterioration of the numbers of participating members will continue till a final 

closure in a few years.  

 

 

 



 

 

Option III  

- For the next special GM in 2 month, one or two members will be convinced to serve 

on the KV to get a workable KV with at least 4 members. 

- Alternatively a management committee will be formed (the KV will no longer 

operate).  All task will be distributed to volunteers or paid staff (verger)  

- The election (motion by the KV) of a pastor (Ronell) will take place and the Cape 

Church will employ on a fixed term till end of this year.  

- A turnaround strategy will have to be implemented with the risk factors of the above 

two options remaining.  

Option IV (out of the box thinking) 

- A “visionary meeting” with our sister congregations will be called.  

- A “neutral” facilitator will have to lead the process. (Joe Lüdemann?)  

- A preliminary co-operation agreement has to be created and agreed upon  

- Part of an agreement will be the possibility extension of our KV with members of the 

sister congregations and an opening of their KV for our members.  

- Alternatively a managing committee for the three congregations 

(Pacaltsdorp/Knysna/Rondevlei) has to be created  

- A (our) pastor will serve all three congregations, financed by the Cape Church, our 

congregation and possibly by the COD.  

- The vision to establish a Garden Route Church Centre/Hub for the three 

congregations will be forwarded, financed by the sale of our Church property.   

- The legal requirements to establish a combined congregation has to be discussed 

with the Cape Church (CC/Synod) and COD structures.  

- Organisational and financial benefits have to be balanced with the desire or 

resistance of members of all the congregations.  

- The main aim of such a visionary action will be to created sustainability of Lutheran 

worship on the Garden Route, building of financial and human capacities within the 

congregation, empowerment of congregants and possible membership growth.  

Wer das Ziel kennt, kan entscheiden. 

Wer entsheidet, find Ruhe.  Wer Ruhe findet ist sicher. 

Wer sicher ist kan überlegen. 

Wer überlegt kann verbessern. 

                                             -Konfuzius- 



 

Aus der Gemeinde 

GEBURTSTAGE 

Birthdays April to June 

Uschi Schultz                                                3 April                      044 384 0044                    
Christel Klaasen                                           3 April                      084 206 941                      
Thomas     Ammann                                     7  April                       083 570 85621              

Brigitte Stumpfe                                       22 April                       071 242 2868                            
Reny Psotka                                               22 April                      044 384 0086                         
Karin Jordaan                                            22 April                       072 292 4256                                                                                      
Rolf Teller                                                   24 April                      044 3824231                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Laurence Slabber                                      26 April                      082 301 0183                                                                            
Fritz-Walter Wrede                                  29 April                       044 693 2831                                                                                                      
Gisela Economellis                                      29 April                        044 382 2038 

Alexia Emma Beutel                                   4 Mai                        072 539 4920                                           
Peter Lor                                                     10 Mai                       076 649 3050             
Heide Gali                                                   11 Mai                       082 396 6422             
Lorriane Gehrmann                                  26  Mai                       084 236 0686                                         
Rainer Gehrmann                                       30 Mai                       044 887 0348                                       
Mariette Lieske                                          17 Juni                      076 238 8969        
Anneliese von Gruben                              30 Juni                       044 871 1644                   
Kai Juling                                                     30 Juni                      072 620 4980                                      

Möge Gott dir für jeden Sturm einen Regenbogen 

geben. Für jede Träne ein Lächeln. Für jede Pflege 

ein Versprechen. Und ein Segen in jeder Prüfung. 

Für jedes Problem, das das Leben senden kann, 

möge er einen treuen Freund senden. Für jeden 

Seufzer ein süßes Lied. Und eine Antwort für jedes 

Gebet. 

Alles Gute zum Geburtstag! 

 

 



HEIMGANG VON EDGAR HOHLS 

Edgar Friedrich Hohls ist am 3. März 2021 in George im Alter von 82 Jahren 
gestorben. Er hinterlässt seine 81-jährige Frau, Maria Hohls. Edgar und Maria Hohls 
haben sich als Pensionierte im April 2005 unserer damaligen Lutherischen 
Gemeinde George angeschlossen. Schon im Februar 2006 wurde Edgar von 
unserer Gemeinde in den Kirchenvorstand (KV) gewählt. Er hat durch den KV bis 
Februar 2010 unserer Gemeinde treu gedient und führte durch seine lange 
Berufserfahrung in Bankangelegenheiten,  die Finanzwirtschaft unserer Gemeinde 
für viele Jahre. Selbst nach 2010 blieb er unser finanzieller Berater und fehlte seine 
Unterschrift bis Jahr 2012 fast bei keinem der Jahresabrechnungen. 

Wichtig war seine Mitarbeit als unsere Gemeinde ab 2005 den Status eines NPO 
(Non Profit Organisation) erhielt, was beinhaltete, dass unsere Gemeinde mit seiner 
Haushaltsplanung auf Ausgleich zu zielen hatte : also weder auf Gewinn noch 
(natürlich) auf Verlust! Besonders wichtig wurde seine Mitarbeit als unsere 
Gemeinde am 17. Oktober 2011 von dem staatlichen Finanzamt einen "Notice of 
Non-Compliance" erhielt und das Finanzamt dadurch unserer Gemeinde drohte den 
NPO Status zu entziehen. Unsere Gemeinde behielt hierdurch den NPO Status! 

Als Gemeinde sind wir Edgar und Maria Hohls dankbar für ihren treuen Kirchgang, 
bis Alterserscheinungen diesen nicht mehr möglich machten. Auch bei den 
jährlichen Gemeindebasaren der Jahre 2005 bis 2012 konnten beide noch emsig mit 
dabei sein. Von Edgar kann gesagt werden, dass er, wie es von einem Nataler 
Pastor geschrieben steht : Er bemühte sich "Alt-Bewährtes zu achten, zu wahren 
und zu vertreten, und doch Neues vertrauensvoll zu wagen!" 

Als Gemeinde danken wir Gott dafür, dass Edgar uns dienen durfte, und wir 
wünschen Maria und der Trauerfamilie Gottes Trost und Beistand. 

EDGAR HOHLS HAS PASSED AWAY 

Edgar Friedrich Hohls died in George on 3 March 2021, aged 82 years. He leaves 
behind his 81 year old wife Maria Hohls. Edgar and Maria Hohls arrived in the 
Southern Cape as pensioners and joined our then Lutheran Congregation George in 
April 2005. We are thankful  that Edgar could serve our Congregation as KV-
Councillor for four years from 2006 to 2010, and as financial expert for close to 
seven years, this mainly because of his longstanding experience in financial bank 
management. We were particularly fortunate  in being able to use Edgar's expertise 
when in 2011 the State Department of Finance  forwarded a "Notice of Non-
compliance", thereby threatening the withdrawal of our NPO status. This threat could 
be averted. We thank God for the good service our Congregation has experienced 
through Edgar, and we wish Maria and their next-of-kin Gods blessings and support. 

(Hannes Scriba)    

 

 



Gottesdienste April, Mai und Juni `21  

18. April   Miserikordias Domini   10h00     Deutsch  mit Abendmahl         

Pastor Wolf v. Kilian  

2. Mai       Kantate                          10h00     Englisch                                   

Preacher Peter Lor  

23. Mai     Pfingsten                        10h00    Deutsch  mit Abendmahl         

Pastor i.R. Nils Rohwer  

6. Juni      1. Son. n. Trin.               10h00    Deutsch/Afri                             

Preacher M. Detering  

20. Juni    3.Son. n. Trin.                10h00    Deutsch/Eng. mit Abendmahl  

Pastorin Beate Bidoli  

********************************************************** 

Newsletter  

Please contact me if you would like to make a contribution to our newsletter.  

Maretha Detering 

0827791694                 deteringmaretha@gmail.com 

********************************************************************************** 

The painting of Bagong Kussudiardja  “Ascension” 

Bagong Kussudiardja  /BK (1928-2004) was an influential artist whose 

outstanding artistic achievements are considered an important cultural milestone 

in the post-colonial history of modern Indonesia. He was a Christian, and 
several of his dance-dramas were based on events from the life of Christ: 
the Nativity, the Crucifixion, and the Ascension, for example. He was 
also a visual artist who pioneered batik painting in Indonesia, although 
he worked in oils too. 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

Acts 1:1–9  
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News from the Bishop’s office – April/May 2021 
 

Easter celebrations under Lockdown 

We will be celebrating the second season of Holy Week and Easter under Lockdown 

protocol, as we still deal with the Covid-19 pandemic. Last year the restriction came upon us 

as a sudden surprise. We responded in a responsible way, adapting to virtual meetings and 

celebrations. Social media was a tool we used for communication and keeping in touch. But 

then it became the only way to connect and celebrate.  

Who would have thought that a year later things would still be similar? 

It is disruptive and unsettling. But there is one constant that remains. Jesus Christ, crucified 

and risen Lord, is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). He walks with us, 

talks to us and empowers us for life. His word is a life-giving word. 

Good Friday and Easter go hand in hand. So does disappointment and hope. In the light of 

Easter, let us not just mourn the losses for being church that have occurred due to the 

pandemic, but let us also celebrate the opportunities that arise in being church anew and 

afresh. Easter follows Good Friday. New life is given, also to the church. Let us be church 

with and for each other to His glory in midst of these challenging times.   
 

 
 
Synod 2021 
 
Synod will take place from 13-15 August 2021 at St Martini Lutheran Church, 240 Long 
Street, Cape Town. In its planning Church Council is considering different options which 
includes a virtual synod meeting. It is important that congregations and church committees 
discern and discuss the topics of synod. Please keep the synod preparations and the 
delegates in your prayers 

 
Congregations and Pastors  
 
ELC Strand Street  
Pastor Walter Schwaer has decided to go on early pension. The congregation will be vacant 
from 1.4.2021. We thank Pastor Schwaer for the many years of service in different 
congregations. May the well-deserved years as pensioner be enjoyable and filled with joy 
and peace. Pastor Schalk Treurnicht from the Church of the Cross, Bellville will serve as 
locum tenens. May the Lord give wisdom as the Church Committee discerns on the way 
forward and searches for a pastor to serve with them.  
 
St Crucis  
Pastor Frank Schütte was inducted as pastor on 7.3.2021. It was a wonderful celebration 
with numbers limited due to Covid protocol. The service had to take place in the hall due to 
fire damage in the church building. We wish him and the congregation a fruitful journey of 
living and serving to the glory of God.  
 
Bloemfontein  
Dr Gideon van der Watt, was inducted as pastor on 7.3.2021 by Pastor em Nils Rohwer. We 
wish them a fruitful journey of living and serving to the glory of God.  

 

 

 



 

Evangelisch-Lutherische  Gemeinde Südkap 

 

NPO No. der Gemeinde : 043/237/NPO 

Bankkonto der Gemeinde  “Ev. Luth. Congregation Southern Cape“ 

Nedbank, York street, George. Savings Account                                   

No. 2067005324 

Postal Adress: P.O. Box 1392 George 6530 

Webpage   -  http://suedkapgemeinde.wordpress.com                                 

Pastor Locum tenens:  Beate Bidoli              

Tel:  072 371 3665                                                              

Vorsitzender des KV      Martin Detering      

Tel:   082 491 5975         hexriver@mweb.co.za 

Kassenwӓrtin:                  Elsa Graser           

Tel: 0836566768             graser@pixie.co.za  

Gemeindebrief :          Maretha Detering      

Tel: 082 779 1694           deteringmaretha@gmail.com 

Bischof Gilbert Filter  P.O. Box 15528, Vlaeberg, 8018 

Email:  bishop@elcsacape.co.za   Tel: 021 4220592                                        

Cell: 084 514 4946 

ELCSA (Cape Church) Office  office@elcsacape.co.za 

240 Longstreet Cape Town 

Webpage     http://lutherancape.org.za 
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In Yellow Crucifixion (1942-43) by Marc Chagall we see a canvas dominated by an open 

Torah scroll presented by a shofar-blowing angel alongside a gigantic crucifixion of a 

Jew wearing tefillin and crowned with a glowing halo.  This is no victim; rather he is 

presented as some kind of answer to the suffering below. 


